
MEDIUM TERM PLANNING | UNIT OBJECTIVES Year Group: 2 
Nunthorpe Primary Academy 

Great Fire of London 
 

History Intent 
Our History curriculum includes termly topics for all children from Year 1 to Year 6, mainly taught in chronological order and embedded in our English 
curriculum through links with high-quality texts. We offer a high-quality history education that will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and 
understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Visits and wider opportunities inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past and deepen 
their understanding of their place in time. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and 
develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies 
and relationships between different groups. It also helps children gain a sense of their own identity within a social, political, cultural and economic 
background. Because of this, we feel it is important for the subject to be taught discretely as well as incorporated within other curriculum subjects such as 
English and Art. 

 

English – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Narrative 

 Write stories set in places pupils have been. 

 Write stories with imaginary settings. 

 Write stories and plays that use the language of Fairy tales and traditional tales. 

 Write stories that mimic significant authors. 

 Write narrative diaries. 
Non-fiction 

 Write labels 

 Write lists 

 Write captions 

 Write instructions 

 Write recounts 

To read ‘Fire Cat’ by Pippa Goodhart. 
Children learn about the Great Fire from the perspective of a 
child. Through this story children learn about Samuel Pepys 
and why he is famous.  
Children write their own diary entries using strong verbs, 
adverbs and adjectives to enhance their writing. 
Children write poems about the Great Fire and perform 
them to their peers.  
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 Write glossaries 

 Present information 

 Write non-chronological reports. 
 

Poetry 
Write poems that use pattern, rhyme and description. 

 Can use Noun Phrases 

 Can use nouns and adjectives 

 Can use conjunctions 

 Can write in the right tense 

 Can edit writing 

 Can use new words to excite the reader 

 Can use powerful verbs and adjectives 

 Can use punctuation correctly 

 Can spell contractions correctly 
 

 

History – National Curriculum and skills Overview 

 Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.  
 I can use words and phrases like: before, after, present, then and now. 

 I can research the life of a famous person from the past using different sources of evidence. 

 I can answer questions using books and the internet. 

Children research Samuel Pepys and find out about his life. 
Children read different sources of evidence about The Great 
Fire of London, and discuss and identify similarities and 
differences. Children sequence the events of the Great Fire 
and discuss the factors which had an impact on the disaster. 
 

 

Geography – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
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 Weather 

 Location of London  

 I can describe the key features of a place from a picture using words like beach, 
coast, forest, hill, mountain, ocean and valley.  

 I can explain how areas have been spoilt or improved. 

Identify where London is. Look at the key features of the 
city. How has it changed since 1666?  
Discuss the impact the weather had before and during the 
Great Fire.   
 

 

Art – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Texture and Tone 

 Create tones using light and dark. 

Using charcoal, children create a portrait of Samuel Pepys. 
Children create texture and tone by smudging the charcoal or 
using an eraser to create light.  

Music – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
 Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control.   

 To sing with control of pitch and tone  

 Using musical instruments to make a tune 

Opportunities to sing are weekly. Children to perform during 
assembly. 
Children learn to sing, ‘London’s Burning’ in a round and use 
instruments to make a tune. 

 

 

 


