
  

 

At Nunthorpe Primary Academy, we have carefully prepared a reading spine so that the children, throughout 

their journey through school, have the opportunity to listen to stories written by a range of excellent authors. Our 

focus on is Julia Donaldson, we read many of her stories and use some of them to focus on during writing.   

 

 

  

  

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Little Red Riding Hood is 
a story about a little girl 
who meets the Big Bad 
wolf in the woods. She 
finds the wolf at 
grandma’s house and 
notices that Grandma 
does not look the same. 

Flashing Fire Engines 
follows the animal crew, 
as they become fire 
fighters. Climb on board 
the fire engine, ride along 
and learn how to put out 
fires to save the day! 

Join the Jolly Postman on 
his rounds as he delivers 
cards and letters to 
various fairy-tale 
characters. Meet the 
three bears, the giant, 
The Big Bad Wolf and 
many more.  

Bong! Goes the bell in the 
rickety tower…..that means 
it’s the spooky hour. Listen! 
Hush! Oooh, what’s that 
sound? The midnight 
spooks are coming around. 
A real rollicking, romping 
rhyming story.  

A simple rhythmic text 
introduces the children 
to a menagerie of wild 
animals from a roaring 
lion to a fluting 
flamingo and a 
trumpeting elephant.  

A little Polar Bear, Miki 
wanders away while his 
mother is fishing. He sees a 
dot in the snow and 
discovers that it is a little 
girl as he rushes towards 
it. They play together and 
form an unlikely friendship.  

One day, Colour Monster 
wakes up feeling very 
confused. His emotions are 
all over the place; he feels 
angry, happy, calm, sad 
and scared all at once! To 
help him, a little girl shows 
him what each feeling 
means through colour.  

Who keeps helping the 
old shoemaker and 
making such wonderful 
shoes while he sleeps? 
And how can the 
shoemaker repay their 
kindness? A classic fairy 
tale about kindness and 
helping others.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also enjoy reading…. 

The doorbell rings just as 
Sophie and her mummy 
are sitting down to tea. 
Who could it possibly 
be? What they certainly 
don’t expect to see at 
the door is a big furry, 
stripy tiger! 

A beautifully illustrated 
text, exploring different 
animals and their colours. 
The colourful collages 
and simple repetitive 
language make this story 
a favourite with our 
children. 

The life cycle of the 
caterpillar is retold though 
this colourful tale. Starting 
with a little egg laying on a 
leaf, the hungry caterpillar 
munches his way through 
some healthy and 
unhealthy options before 
transforming into a 
beautiful butterfly.  

Early one morning a 
little spider begins to 
spin her web on a 
fencepost. She creates 
some beautiful 
patterns and is very 
busy creating her web 
to catch different 
minibeasts. 

Imagine a pirate who 
feels seasick all the 
time. That's Pirate 
Jed! Fed up with 
bobbing around on 
the rollicking, rolling 
sea, he decides to 
pack up his pirate 
paraphernalia and 
heads off in search of 
a home on land.  

Count along with the 
Ten Little Pirates, in 
this action-packed, 
counting rhyme 
adventure! 


