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  Kensuke’s Kingdom 
 

English Intent 
The English curriculum at Nunthorpe Primary teaches pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas 

and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in 

particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, 

plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already  

know.  

Pupils are taught spelling, handwriting and composition and are taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing.  

 

English – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
- Kensuke’s Kingdom will form the basis of literacy lessons and using this 

the children will: 
- Write a recount text (diary entry); and  
- Write a balanced argument. 

 
Can identify the audience and purpose for writing. 
Can plan writing by noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading. 
Can draft by selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding 
how such choices can change and enhance meaning. 

Using Michael Morpurgo’s Kensuke’s Kingdom, the 
children will write a diary entry based on Michael’s 
experience.  They will explore how to “show” 
emotion through show not tell.  The children will 
also look at the high level vocabulary used in the 
text and will begin to use some of that vocabulary 
in their work.  They will focus on selecting more 
adventurous vocabulary in their work.  
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Can describe settings. 
Can select and use appropriate vocabulary to engage and/or inform the reader. 
Can use paragraphs to organise ideas. 
Can evaluate and edit by proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning. 
Can ensure consistent/correct use of tense mostly in a piece of writing. 
Can proof read for spelling and punctuation. 
Can link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time (time- later, place- 
nearby, number- secondly) or tense choices (he had seen her before). 
Can use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 
(adult foxes can jump). 
Can use literary features such as: figurative language, dialect. 
Can write complex sentences selecting and using an increasing range of co-
ordinators and subordinators. 
Can use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 
Can use semi-colons, colons or dashes to separate main clauses within 
compound sentences. 
Can use relative clauses (who, whom, those, which, that). 
Can indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs (perhaps, surely) or modal 
verbs (might, should, will). 
 

The children will also use the text as the basis for a 
balanced argument about taking time out of school.  
They will learn that they need to develop their 
argument in their writing by using factual evidence 
in support. 
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Science – National Curriculum Knowledge/ Skills Overview 

- recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines 
- use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain that objects 

are seen because they give out or reflect light into the eye 
- explain that we see things because light travels from light sources to 

our eyes or from light sources to objects and then to our eyes 

 

Work Scientifically by: 

 Planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, 
including recognising and controlling variables where necessary 

 taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with 
increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when 
appropriate 

 recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific 
diagrams. 

 reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including 
conclusions and causal relationships. 

We will begin by learning that without light, we 
cannot see anything. Then we will use the idea of 
light travelling in straight lines to explore and 
explain reflection from rough and smooth surfaces 
of different colours.  

We will test and measure how light is reflected from 
a mirror and explain the position, size and shape of 
the image. 

We will model how the eye works. 

 
 

 

Geography – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

- Plan a journey to a place in another part of the world, taking account of 
distance and time. 

- Explain how a location fits into its wider geographical location with 
reference to human and economical features. 

 

Linked to Kensuke’s Kingdom topic, children will 
consider how to plan a journey around the world 
and will consider methods of transport and time. 
They will do this by locating the main countries and 
rivers in the world and naming and locating 
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Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and describe features studied 
Use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 
 

principal cities. Alongside identifying the position 
and significance of latitude/longitude and the 
Greenwich Meridian. Linking with science, time 
zones, night and day.  
 
  
 

 

DT – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
- Children are taught the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to 

engage in an iterative process of designing and making. They should 
work in a range of relevant contexts. 

 
Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, 
functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular 
individuals or groups. 
Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including 
construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their functional 
properties and aesthetic qualities. 
Understand and use electrical systems in their products [for example, series 
circuits incorporating switches, bulbs, buzzers and motors]. 

Children will make a frame to create a structure 
suitable for a strong light shade. (Link Kensuke’s 
Kingdom) using the process of designing, making 
and evaluating. 
 
Children will make and program a nightlight using 
crumbles using the process of designing, making 
and evaluating. 
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Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 

Why should I listen and compromise? 
World and cultural knowledge. 
 
 

 Kensuke’s Kingdom 

 


