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Sound 
 

Key Vocabulary 
Air, Alliteration, Anvil, Brain,  Couplet, Ear, Ear drum, Electricity, Cinquain, Cochlea, Funnel,  Hammer, Hear, Medium, Messages, 
Nerve, Nerve endings, Pitch, Poem, Poet,  Rhyme, Sound, Stirrup, Vibrate, Vibrations, Volume 

 

English – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
-Non-chronological report 
-Poetry  
- Bibliography 
 
Children to identify different types of poetry and the language used to present 
this. Children to explore the language used to represent poetry in, ‘The Sound 
Collector’ by Roger McGough and ‘When I heard the Music’ by Pie Corbett. 
To link with the science topic, this half term pupils will write an explanation 
towards a non-chronological report on the process of hearing sound.  
To write a biography of a current musician.  
Children to compose and rehearse sentences orally using rich vocabulary and 
varied sentence structure.  
Children to identify technical language including onomatopoeia and rhyming 
words.  
 

Children will identify features of “The Sound 
Collector” including technical language and 
structure. Children to relate to these features to 
write their own Cinquain. They will learn this by 
heart and perform to the rest of class.  
 
Children will explore different poems, identifying 
the differences between them and the language 
used.  
 
With knowledge gained from their science topic 
and research, pupils will write an explanation of the 
nature of sound and how we hear it; how the ear 
works.  
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Children will read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using 
appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear. 
Children will sequence this non-fiction structure using conjunctions, looking 
more closely at subordinating conjunctions.  
Children will identify and understand the use of organisational features in their 
writing: pictures with captions, diagrams.  
Children to research a popular musician and to write about them. Children will 
organise paragraphs around a theme, assessing the effectiveness of their own 
and others’ writing and suggesting improvements through peer marking.  
 

Through own research and lesson input, children 
will write their own biography using technical and 
appropriate language to enhance their writing.  

 

Science – National Curriculum Overview 

 identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with something 
vibrating 

 recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear 
 find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object 

that produced it 
 find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the 

vibrations that produced it 
 recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source 

increases 

Work scientifically by:  

We will explore and identify the way sound is made 
through vibration in a range of constructed and 
real musical instruments; we will find out how the 
pitch and volume of sounds can be changed in a 
variety of ways. 
 
We will use practical tasks and reading activities to 
research how we hear things and use this to write 
an explanation. 
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 finding patterns in the sounds that are made by different objects by 
changing a variable.  

 Using different materials to investigate which provides the best insulation 
against sound.  

 Using digital data logging equipment 

 Researching how we hear sounds using practical tasks, books and online 
searches. 

 

Geography – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
-The British Isles 
-The tropics and equator.  
 
Children to discuss the local area and local towns, cities, coastline and hills.  
Children will establish the difference between the British Isles, Great Britain 
and United Kingdom.  
Children will name and locate capital cities within the British Isles.   

 

Children to be able to identify various features of 
physical geography within UK, Europe and the 
World. Children to refer to research and literate 
resources; BBC, ITV, Sky news.  

 

Design Tech – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 

-Musical instruments 
 
Children to design and make a musical instrument, using different materials to 
vary the sound/pitch.  
Children to investigate different materials in relation to sound.  

Children to create and perform, as a group, their 
own musical instrument.  
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Art – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 

-Printing 
-Great artists and architects  
 
Develop knowledge of famous British artists and where their work is displayed 
in the UK and overseas.  
Ask questions based on why the artist makes a certain interpretation and how 
this relates to topics and scenes.  
To explore ways of printing on different surfaces, using different tools.  

Children to explore work by British artists and 
create their own interpretation using various 
materials and genres.  
 

 

RE – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
-To learn about the beliefs and practices of chosen religion; Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Islam, Sikhism and Judaism. 
 
Children will ask a range of questions to gain knowledge of the selected 
religion. To determine this, children will research in ICT and as homework.  
Children will interpret an artistic approach, with reference to the topic.  

Children will create a fact file of chosen religion 
based on research made in/out of school.  
Children will create art, using various materials 
within school.  

 

Music – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
Children to be taught to sing during whole school assemblies.  
Children will also play the recorder with increasing confidence and control.  
To play the recorder with control of pitch and tone. To read simple notes and 
understand rhythm.  

Children to be taught by a specialist music teacher.  
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Physical Ed – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 

-Dance  
-Gymnastics 
 
Children will perform dances using a range of movement patterns.  
Children will perform a range of actions with consistency, fluency and clarity of 
movement.  
Children will make shapes on the floor and apparatus, working with a partner. 
Children will combine actions and maintain the quality when performing with a 
partner. Actions will include speed change, level, direction and shape to 
enhance the quality of the sequence.  

Children will be taught dance skills by a specialist 
dance teacher.  
 
Children will focus on simple movements alongside 
a partner and will assess their own and others 
routines to improve.  
Children will develop their confidence in this area of 
PE and will act upon advice given.  

 

PSCHE – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 
-New Starts 
-Internet Safety 
-Friendships 
 
To share and discuss new goals and desires for the new year and how these can 
have an impact. 
Children to discuss the importance of online safety and how they can ensure 
they are safe at all times when online, both games and apps.  
Children to share, listen and explain ideas relating to friendships in school, at 
home and in the local community (especially clubs that children attend).  
 

Children to evaluate their digital footprint and the 
importance of staying safe online.  
Children to create their own Tweet to explain their 
understanding of internet safety.  
 
Children to acknowledged and understand the 
importance of friendships inside and outside of 
school.  
Children to determine the factors of being a good 
friend and the emotions involved.  

 



MEDIUM TERM PLANNING | UNIT OBJECTIVES Year Group: 4 
Nunthorpe Primary Academy 

Computing – National Curriculum/Skills Overview 

-Digital Literacy 
-Programming 
 
To use the program ‘Scratch’.  
Children to create a new program with sprites and to arrange in order to create 
short patterns. Children to work with variables and various forms of input and 
output.  
Children to understand computer networks including the internet. 
Children to select, use and combine a variety of software to accomplish given 
goals including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and 
information.  

Children to build their confidence with 
programming.  
 
Children understand the computer networks across 
school and how they provide multiple services for 
communication and collaboration.  
 
Children to develop knowledge of presenting their 
literacy work.  

 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 

Continue to discuss the 
importance of mutual 
respect within school.  
 
Democracy 
 

  The Sound Collector by Roger 
McGough 
 
‘When I heard the Music’ by Pie 
Corbett 
 
News websites/CBBC 
Newsround 

 


