
MEDIUM TERM PLANNING | UNIT OBJECTIVES Year Group: 6 
Nunthorpe Primary Academy 

Mountains 
 

Key Vocabulary 

Summit; alpine; altitude; avalanche; blizzard; conservation; crevasse; earth’s crust; erosion; frost bite; glacier; continent; moraine; 
hypothermia; iceberg; mountain range; ravine; landscape; peak; biome; tundra; volcanic; vegetation; temperature; climate; Mallory; 
Irvine; expedition; Everest; conquered. 
English – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Children write: 
- A report; 
- A newspaper report about a real event; 
- An action/adventure story. 
 

 write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language 
that shows good awareness of the reader noting and developing initial ideas, 
drawing on reading and research where necessary; 

 in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere and integrate 
dialogue to convey character and advance the action; 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaning 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

 use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 correctly (e.g. semi-
colons, 

With knowledge gained from research, children 
write a report on Mallory and Irvine’s 1924 
expedition to Everest and whether or not they 
made it to the summit based on the facts we know. 
 
They write a newspaper from 1953 breaking the 
news that Hillary and Norgay have conquered 
Everest backing it up with the knowledge gained 
during the first unit. 
 
The children write a story based on what they know 
about the dangers and challenges of climbing 
Everest about an attempt to climb a mountain. 
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dashes, colons, hyphens) and, when necessary, use such punctuation 
precisely to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity. 

Identifying audience and purpose and writing in appropriate style; Understand 

active and passive voice; Use paragraphs for clarity and structure; Use 

organisational devices (headings, bullet points, underlining); Advanced 

punctuation: brackets, dashes, commas to show parenthesis; Selecting 

vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect the level of formality; 

Varying sentence starters; Researching and selecting relevant information; Use 

organisational devices (headings, bullet points, underlining); Use modal verbs; 

Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions; Use semi-colons, colons or 

dashes to mark boundaries. 

 

 

Science – National Curriculum knowledge/skills Overview 

Explaining that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force 
of gravity acting between the Earth and the falling object. 

Identifying the effects of air resistance 

Recognising that some mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears allow a 
smaller force to have a greater effect 

Work scientifically by: 

Children will learn about forces by building a water 
rocket and testing it for performance, studying the 
effects of gravity, streamlining, aerodynamics and 
centre of balance. 

They will also use levers to lift heavy objects and 
explain how they work. We will use a pulley system 
in the classroom and predict and test how many 
turns are needed to lift a very heavy weight. 
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 planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, 
including recognising and controlling variables where necessary 

 taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with 
increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when 
appropriate 

 using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and 
fair tests 

 reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including conclusions 
and causal relationships. 

Scientific Vocabulary: Force, Gravity, air resistance, water resistance, lever, 
pulley, weight, Newton, motion, pressure, streamlining, balance, 
aereodynamics. 

 

 

Art – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Stencil art: 

 improve mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting 
and sculpture with a range of materials [stencils, craft knife, spray paint] 

 become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and 
design techniques 

 Digital photography and manipulation of images; 

 Masking. 

As part of studying a British artist, Children create a 
Banksy-style self-portrait which is displayed on the 
wall after they’ve left primary school. 
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Physical Ed – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Children will: 

 use a range of techniques when passing and play with speed & flow 
 use a range of tactics to keep possession of the ball and to attack goal 
 strike a ball with intent and throw it accurately when bowling/fielding 
 explain the importance of exercise on the body and the impact it can 

have on their lifestyle 
 take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both 

individually and within a team 

 combine and perform skills with control, adapting them to meet the 
needs of the situation 

 perform skills with greater speed, choosing when to pass or dribble; 
 use attacking and defending skills appropriately in games; 
 choose and use different formations to suit the needs of the game; 
 use different ways of bowling; 
 bat effectively, using different types of shot and field with increased 

accuracy; 
 can throw over arm with accuracy and for a good distance; 
 direct the ball away from fielders, using different angles and speeds; 
 develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance. 

Children will be taught skills and coached a 
specialist PE teacher in the summer term 
competing in invasion games and striking & fielding 
games as well as practicing for Sports Day and other 
competitive athletic events. 
They go on a week-long residential doing a range of 
outdoor activities such as canoeing and rock 
climbing. 
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PSCHE – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

At Crucial Crew they will be taught about: 

 Making sensible choices; 

 Knowing the dangers of drugs; 

 Road safety; 

 Fire safety; 

 Water safety; 

 Rail safety; 

 Electrical safety. 

The children visit Crucial Crew and take part in a 
number of scenarios to prepare them for having 
more independence in KS3. 

 

Geography – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Children will: 

 develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant 
places- particularly mountains- including their defining physical and 
human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for 
understanding the actions of processes; 

 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human 
geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and 
how they bring about spatial variation and change over time; 

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 
interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, 
diagrams, globes, aerial photographs; 

 

Children will be taught to: 

Children learn about mountains and ranges 
throughout the world. 
They learn how to read and interpret an atlas. 
They learn how to read and make 6 figure grid 
references and recognise key features on a map. 
These skills are put into practice in the Lake District 
when they navigate their way to the top of a 
mountain. 
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 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities; 

 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night); 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied; 

 use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

 

French – National Curriculum/  Skills Overview 

In the context of talking about where people live children 
show how verbs change depending on the subject. 
In the context of finding out where people live children 
join in a song with familiar structures. 
In the context of discussing what could be done in a 
town, children explain to someone why they did 
something. 
In the context of discussing French towns children locate 
new vocabulary in a bilingual dictionary. 

Who Lives Where? 
To understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, 
how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ 
from or are similar to English. Also to appreciate stories, songs, poems 
and rhymes in the language. 
I Go to School to Learn 
To present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences. 
Where Is the Library? 
To broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new 
words that are introduced into familiar written material, including 
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In the context of exploring maps children describe the 
position of places in French towns. 
In the context of mathematics children use French terms 
for mathematical activities. 
In the context of visiting someone’s home children follow 
and respond to an audio presentation. 
In the context of exploring ordinal numbers children 
identify and apply spelling patterns. 

through using a dictionary. Also to describe people, places, things and 
actions orally and in writing. 
Maths 
To speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic 
language structures. 
Welcome to My Home! 
To listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by 
joining in and responding. 
Ordinal Numbers 
To explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and 
rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words. 
 
 

 

 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
Democracy Was it right to disturb the body of 

Mallory on Everest? 
Is climbing Everest worth the risks? 

Climb a mountain in the Lake 
District 

Into thin air (extracts) 
Ghosts on Everest (extracts) 

 


