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Summer 1 – Ancient Greeks   
English – National Curriculum Skills Overview 

Children will learn to: 

 place the possessive apostrophe 
accurately in words with regular 
plurals and in words with 
irregular plurals 

 use the first 2 or 3 letters of a 
word to check its spelling in a 
dictionary 

 Write from memory simple 
sentences, dictated by the 
teacher, that include words and 
punctuation taught so far.   

 using conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions to express time 
and cause 

 using fronted adverbials and 
punctuate direct speech 

 develop positive attitudes to 
reading, and an understanding 
of what they read, by listening 
to and discussing a wide range 
of fiction, poetry, plays, non-

 structure writing appropriate to 
a task 

 organise sentences into 
paragraphs 

 describe settings and characters 

 show imagination in settings, 
characters and plot in narratives 
creating interest, humour or 
suspense 

 use simple organisational 
devices and correct layout in 
non-narrative writing 

 proof-read for spelling and 
punctuation 

 extend the range of sentences 
with more than one clause by 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including: when, 
if, because, although 

 identify where to use 
punctuation for direct speech 

The children will explore Greek Mythology reading 
a range of stories and writing letters, poems, diary 
entries and newspaper reports about the events. 
The myths include Pandora’s Box, Theseus and 
Minotaur, Medusa and The Trojan Horse. For 
example, the children will create poetry about what 
could be inside Pandora’s Box, diary entries through 
the eyes of Theseus or The Minotaur and 
newspaper reports describing events in one of 
these mythical story following drama and story 
retelling activities. The will also send a letter of 
persuasion to King Minos to adopt democratic 
processes rather than ruling as a tyrant. 
 
Exploring and describing Ancient Greek Gods or 
Mythical Beasts, the children will create characters 
in their own quest stories set in Ancient Greece. It 
will be organised with a clear sequence of events, 
following the structure of the Perseus and Medusa 
myth and including choice vocabulary to enhance 
description and dialogue to show relationships 
between two characters. 
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fiction and reference books or 
textbooks 

 

 spell most Y3 Homophones and 
suffixes 

 retrieve information from non-
fiction texts and ask questions 

 

 

 

Science – National Curriculum Skills Overview 

 identify that humans and some 
other animals have skeletons and 
muscles for support, protection 
and movement 

 

Work scientifically by: identifying and 
grouping animals with and without 
skeletons and observing and 
comparing their movement; exploring 
ideas about what would happen if 
humans did not have skeletons. 
Research and name the main bones in 
a human skeleton. Reasoning about 
the main functions of a skeleton. 
Investigating muscle action by 
measuring reflexes. 

Pupils will begin by close observation of the 
movement of an animal without a skeleton. They 
will compare what extra movement is possible with 
a skeleton. 
Pupils will use research materials to find out the 
names of the main bones in the body and label 
them using a human life size model skeleton. 
They will learn about how muscles are controlled 
and then investigate the speed of muscle action 
when a message is sent from the brain. 
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Geography – National Curriculum Skills Overview 

 understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region 
of the United Kingdom  

 use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies 

 describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, 
including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water 
cycle 

 name and locate the capital 
cities of neighbouring European 
countries 

 use some basic Ordnance 
Survey map symbols 

 use grid references on a map 

 use an atlas by using the index 
to find places 

The children will locate modern Greece on maps 
and explore photographs of Greece showing the 
human and physical features of the area and how 
vegetation, rivers and mountains influence the way 
people live now and in ancient times. 
 
By investigating ancient and modern maps, children 
will locate Greece, Sparta, Troy and Persia and 
trade in and around Ancient Greece.  
 
They will examine human and physical geography 
by creating maps of Ancient Greece. 
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History – National Curriculum Skills Overview 
The children will: 

Develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives.  

Note connections, contrasts and 
trends over time and develop the 
appropriate use of historical 
terms.  

Construct informed responses 
that involve thoughtful selection 
and organisation of relevant 
historical information. 
Understand how our knowledge 
of the past is constructed from a 
range of sources and that 
different versions of past events 
may exist, giving some reasons 
for this. 
 

 

 
 

 order Ancient Greek events on a 
timeline and describe events 
significant events from this time 
period.  

 use my mathematical 
knowledge to work out how 
long ago events happened 

 use research skills to find 
answers to specific historical 
questions 
 

The children will explore when and where in the 
world the Ancient Greek civilisation existed and 
compare it to others in this period of time. Children 
will explore the impact of the Ancient Greek empire 
and democracy at this time. 
 
Greek Writing will be analysed and pupils’ own 
messages will be created on an ‘Ostracon’ (pot 
shard). They will research Ancient Greek artefacts 
by carrying out an archaeological dig and then 
analyse the different sources of information via 
research into various areas such as Greek Myths 
and Legends, The Olympics and Greek Philosophers. 
They will build column structures, create models of 
famous engineering from the ancient world or 
design figures wearing Ancient Greek clothing or 
armour. 
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Design Tech – National Curriculum Skills Overview 

The children will: 

 select from and use a wider 
range of materials and 
components, including 
construction materials, textiles 
and ingredients, according to 
their functional properties and 
aesthetic qualities 

 apply their understanding of 
how to strengthen, stiffen and 
reinforce more complex 
structures 

 understand and use mechanical 
systems in their products 

 put together a step-by-step plan  

  describe design using an 
accurately labelled sketch  

 use the most appropriate 
materials 

 select the most appropriate 
tools and techniques  

 techniques to shape and mould 

 use mechanical components 

 work accurately to make cuts 
and holes and join materials. 

 

 
The children will select to make and describe in 
groups Greek clay pots, masks, shields, helmets, 
chariots, a Trojan horse or a Parthenon. They will 
then present their designed Greek artefact to the 
class. 
 
A ‘Greek Day’ will take place where children 
prepare and make Greek food for a banquet 
following a class ‘Olympics’ PE session. They will 
wear togas and headdresses and share their own 
mythical stories.  

 

  



MEDIUM TERM PLANNING | UNIT OBJECTIVES Year Group: 3 
Nunthorpe Primary Academy 

 

 

Art and Design – National Curriculum Skills Overview 
Pupils are taught about great artists, 
architects and designers in history – 
linking to the Ancient Greeks and also 
Picasso. 

 create a background using a 
wash 

 use a range of brushes to create 
different effects in painting 

 identify the techniques used by 
different artists 

 recognise when art is from 
different historical periods 

 
Children will create mythical beast or ancient Greek 
character masks exploring form, viewpoints and 
abstract facial features using mixed media. 

 

RE – National Curriculum Skills Overview 

Children will: 

 describe some key features of 
religions, recognising similarities 
and differences 

 make links between beliefs and 
sources, including religious 
stories and sacred texts  

 ask questions about religion and 
beliefs  

 identify and begin to describe 
the similarities and differences 
within and between religions 

 discuss my own and others’ 
views of religious truth and 
belief, expressing my own ideas 

 use and interpret information 
about religions from a range of 
sources 

As part of the Ancient Greek topic, the children will 
study Greek Gods, religious stories, religious 
buildings and worship and explore how their 
religion has influenced beliefs today. 

 

Music – National Curriculum Skills Overview 



MEDIUM TERM PLANNING | UNIT OBJECTIVES Year Group: 3 
Nunthorpe Primary Academy 

 

Dynamics, Pitch accuracy, Tone 
production, Pulse rhythm and metre, 
Phrase structure, Expressive 
techniques, Improve concentration / 
memory 
Performance - Diction, Two-part 
singing, Instrumental 
accompaniments, Rehearsal, 
Presentation to an audience, 

 use musical words to describe 
what I like and dislike about a 
piece of music 

 combine different sounds to 
create a mood or feeling 

 create repeated patterns with 
different instruments 

 create repeated patterns with 
different instruments 

Children learn seven Heroes of Troy songs 
describing the story of the Trojan War.  
Children use various instruments to improve their 
performance.  
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Physical Ed – National Curriculum Skills Overview 

The children will take part in outdoor 
and adventurous activity challenges 
both individually and within a team 
 
They will compare their performances 
with previous ones and demonstrate 
improvement to achieve their 
personal best.  
With swimming, pupils will be taught 
to: swim competently, confidently and 
proficiently over a distance of at least 
25 metres; use a range of strokes 
effectively; perform safe self-rescue in 
different water-based situations. 

 perform basic skills with control 
and consistency 

 get in line with the ball and keep 
a small rally going 

 choose good places to stand 
when receiving and give reasons 
for choice 

 use rules and keep games going 
without dispute 

 know why warming up is 
important 

 describe what is successful in 
my own and others’ play 
 

The children will have two specialist coaches 
teaching PE playing striking and field games. 
 
The children will have swimming sessions every day 
for a two week block. 

 

French – National Curriculum & Skills Overview 
In the context of family children will present a 
picture of family members using possessive 
adjectives. 
In the context of pets children will develop 
strategies for remembering new language and can 
match subject and verb correctly when talking 
about pets. 
Alphabet 

This ‘Family & Friends’ unit will teach your class how to identify and introduce 
family and pets and spell their names. They will also learn the names for places 
in their own home. 
Meet my family! 
Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences. 
Pets 
Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words 
that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 
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Explore the patterns and sounds of language 
through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, 
sound and meaning of words; develop accurate 
pronunciation and intonation so that others 
understand when they are reading aloud or using 
familiar words and phrases. 
In the context of introducing people I can make links 
between known and new structures and can use a 
range of vocabulary to create different sentences. 
In the context of spelling familiar words and names 
children can use French pronunciation of the 
alphabet to spell words. 
In the context of rooms in the home children will 
make new sentences about homes by substituting 
different vocabulary. 
 

dictionary; explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and 
rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words; conjugate high-
frequency verbs. 
in the context of the alphabet children will recognise and repeat sounds and 
words with increasing accuracy and can use songs or rhymes to help me 
remember new language. 
What’s his name? 
Understand basic grammar and conjugate high-frequency verbs; write phrases 
from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas 
clearly. 
How do you spell...? 
Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures; develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others 
understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 
My Home 
Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words 
that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 
dictionary; say or write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create 
new sentences, to express ideas clearly. 
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British Values Debate & Discussion 
Opportunities 

Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 

Democracy 
The rule of law. 
Individual liberty. 
Mutual respect for and 
tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs and 
for those without faith. 
 

The influence of Ancient 
Greek philosophy and 
democracy in our lives 
today.  
Compare how democracy 
has changed.   
Should we build a pantheon? 
Was going to war a good 
idea?  

Engineering activities linked to 
Ancient Greeks – Trojan horse, 
build pantheon, chariots, people 
in clothes and boats. Class build 
and design Ancient Greece in 
miniature. 

Pandora’s Box, Theseus and the 
Minotaur, The Trojan War and 
the Hercules Film to introduce 
Greek Mythology and beliefs. 
 

 


