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Autumn – Ancient Egyptians  
English – National Curriculum Skills Overview 

Inspired by Howard Carter’s Diary, 
pupils write newspaper reports, diary 
entries and an adventure story. 
The children are given examples to 
read and learn from then draft and 
write by composing and rehearsing 
sentences orally. They will assess the 
effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing and suggest improvements 
with grammar and use of pronouns, 
spelling and punctuation errors and 
read their own writing aloud to a 
group or the whole class. The children 
will begin to use fronted adverbials 
and indicate possession by using the 
possessive apostrophe with plural 
nouns.  

 use capitals, full stops, question 
marks and explanation marks 
correctly 

 write neatly in a consistent style 
and size 

 understand purpose of writing 
and awareness of audience 

 structure writing appropriate to 
task 

 use simple organisational 
devices and correct layout in 
non-narrative writing 

 edit content individually and 
with peers 

 use but and so to link sentences 

 use fronted adverbials 
sometimes using a comma to 
separate clauses 

 identify the correct homophone 

 Know determiners a or an 

Through role play, the children will explore 
examples of Howard Carter’s diaries and then 
develop their use of vocabulary and descriptive 
sentences to describe ancient treasures found in 
King Tut’s Tomb. They will learn how to identify 
features of different text types and investigate the 
possible murder of the boy King.  
They will carry out a crime scene investigation and 
act as journalists reporting using their own ideas 
about the cause of his death using evidence 
provided such as X-rays, artefacts and eyewitness 
testimonies.   
An incident where the death mask was possibly 
stolen from The Nunthorpe Museum (Year 3 
classroom) will be reported on by the journalists 
during a crime scene investigation role play. Finally, 
the children will create a time portal adventure 
story set in Ancient Egypt. 
 As a class, children will create and perform an 
assembly script for the school and parents 
incorporating details about what they have 
discovered about Ancient Egyptians.  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://www.biography.com/.image/t_share/MTE5NTU2MzE2MzkxNzY5NjEx/king-tut-9512446-1-402.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.biography.com/people/king-tut-9512446&docid=R3VqlwjgjpKqkM&tbnid=48RvCE08P0H_sM:&vet=10ahUKEwi2uajincTYAhXnBcAKHU1IDGIQMwjcASgAMAA..i&w=1200&h=1200&safe=strict&bih=607&biw=1008&q=king tut&ved=0ahUKEwi2uajincTYAhXnBcAKHU1IDGIQMwjcASgAMAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Science – National Curriculum Skills Overview 
Magnets 

 notice that some forces need 
contact between 2 objects, but 
magnetic forces can act at a 
distance 

 observe how magnets attract or 
repel each other and attract 
some materials and not others 

 compare and group together a 
variety of everyday materials on 
the basis of whether they are 
attracted to a magnet, and 
identify some magnetic 
materials 

 describe magnets as having 2 
poles 

 predict whether 2 magnets will 
attract or repel each other, 
depending on which poles are 
facing 

 asking relevant questions and 
using different types of scientific 
enquiries to answer them 

 setting up simple practical 
enquiries, comparative and fair 
tests 

 making systematic and careful 
observations and, where 
appropriate, taking accurate 
measurements using standard 
units, using a range of 
equipment 

 gathering, recording, classifying 
and presenting data in a variety 
of ways to help in answering 
questions 

 recording findings using simple 
scientific language, drawings, 
labelled diagrams.  

 using results to draw simple 
conclusions and make 
predictions for new values 

The children will use practical enquiry to find out 
about magnetic forces for themselves. Based on 
learned factual knowledge, they will design and set 
up their own test to investigate the strength of 
magnets and use this to support or refute a teacher 
statement.  
 
They will use skeletons to name the main bones of 
the body and learn about the main functions. 
 
They will closely observe an animal with no bones 
and list similarities and differences in movement. 
Through this they will learn about how muscles 
work to support the skeleton and carry out an 
investigation to show how muscle movement is 
controlled by the brain.  
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Bones 

 identify that humans and some 
other animals have skeletons 
and muscles for support, 
protection and movement 

 using straightforward scientific 
evidence to answer questions or 
to support their findings. 

 

 

 

History – National Curriculum Skills Overview 
The children will explore the 
achievements of Ancient Egypt, one of 
the earliest civilizations.  
They will have an in depth study and 
develop the appropriate use of 
historical terms.  
Also the children will address and 
sometimes devise historically valid 
questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and 
significance.  
They will construct informed 
responses that involve thoughtful 
selection and organisation of relevant 
historical information.  

 describe the events from the 
past using dates and things 
happened 

 use a timeline within a specific 
period of history to set out the 
order that things may have 
happened 

 use my mathematical 
knowledge to work out how 
long ago events happened 

  use research skills to find 
answers to specific historical 
questions 

The Ancient Egyptian history topic will be linked to 
the English, DT, Art and Geography. They will order 
a timeline of significant events. 
Through role play, they will re-enact the discovery 
of Tutankhamun’s Tomb classifying and describing 
historical sources. They will research pyramids, 
pharaohs, games and general life in the period. 
Child will order the mummification process in role 
play. 
Finally they will create their own Egyptian Gods 
using Egyptian symbols and knowledge from 
research into the ancient civilisation. 
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Design Tech – National Curriculum Skills Overview 
 
Use research and develop criteria to 
inform the design of innovative, 
functional and appealing products 
that are fit for purpose, aimed at 
particular individuals or groups. 
 
Evaluate their ideas and products 
against their own design criteria and 
consider the views of others to 
improve their work. 

 

 show that my design meets a 
range of requirements 

 put together a step-by-step plan 
which shows the order and also 
what equipment and tools I 
need 

 describe my design using an 
accurately labelled sketch and 
words 

 make a realistic plan 

 use equipment and tools 
accurately 

 explain what I changed which 
made my design even better 

As part of the design process, the children will 
create instructions and a labelled sketch to show 
how to make an Egyptian artefact such as a canopic 
jar or a scarab beetle amulet using clay or other 
medium. Their function will be to protect and take 
the pharaoh to the afterlife or to store human 
organs. 
The children will evaluate ancient Egyptian 
functional objects and design then make their 
chosen artefact using various mediums including 
clay considering their aesthetic qualities. The 
children consider how successful the finished 
product was based on a criteria. Is it fit for a 
pharaoh to take to the afterlife? 

 

Art and Design – National Curriculum Skills Overview 
The pupils will develop their 
techniques, including their control and 
their use of materials, with creativity, 
experimentation and an increasing 
awareness of different kinds of art, 
craft and design. 

 show facial expressions in my 
art 

 use sketches to produce a final 
piece of art 

 create a background using a 
wash 

The pupils will develop sketching skills, learning 
how to draw the profile view of a face in 
proportion. Children will create facial features and 
using research into Ancient Egyptian crowns, make 
their own face into a Pharaoh’s portrait. Children 
will create draft line drawings then use oil pastels 
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They will create sketches to record 
their observations and use them to 
review and revisit ideas. 
The children learn about great artists, 
architects and designers in history. 

 identify the techniques used by 
different artists 

 compare the work of different 
artists 

 recognise when art is from 
different cultures 

 recognise when art is from 
different historical periods 

and collage to decorate the head in an Egyptian 
style. They will consider the facial expression a 
pharaoh might have and the reasons for the way 
they are adorned with jewellery and symbols. 
 
Examining Ancient Egyptian artwork, the children 
will create a background using a wash and sketch 
then create hieroglyphics of their name in an 
Ancient Egyptian style. 
 

 

 

Music – National Curriculum Skills Overview 

 Play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using their 
voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 improvise and compose music 
for a range of purposes using 
the interrelated dimensions of 
music 

 sing with control of pitch and 
tone 

 compose and sing own songs 

Rehearse a song ‘Ancient Egyptians’ using actions 
and dance.  
 

 

http://danchina.net/the-new-national-curriculum-for-art-2014/%3Ca%20style=%22cursor:help;%22%20title=%22POPUP%20TEXT%20HERE%22%3E%3C/a%3E
http://danchina.net/the-new-national-curriculum-for-art-2014/%3Ca%20style=%22cursor:help;%22%20title=%22POPUP%20TEXT%20HERE%22%3E%3C/a%3E
http://danchina.net/the-new-national-curriculum-for-art-2014/%3Ca%20style=%22cursor:help;%22%20title=%22POPUP%20TEXT%20HERE%22%3E%3C/a%3E
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Physical Ed – National Curriculum Skills Overview 

 use running, jumping, throwing 
and catching in isolation and in 
combination  

 play competitive games and 
apply basic principles suitable 
for attacking and defending  

 develop flexibility, strength, 
technique, control and balance  

 perform dances using a range of 
movement patterns  

 take part in outdoor and 
adventurous activity challenges 
both individually and within a 
team  

 compare their performances 
with previous ones and 
demonstrate improvement to 
achieve their personal best.  

 

 use a range of skills to keep 
possession and control of the 
ball 

 pass, receive and dribble the 
ball, keeping control and 
possession  

 I know how to use space in 
games 

 describe how some games use 
short bursts of speed 

 explore use of the floor, mat & 
apparatus using shape, balance 
& travel 

 practise an action or short 
sequence and improve its 
quality 

 show control, accuracy and 
fluency when performing 
actions and perform a sequence 

 adapt a sequence to include 
different levels, speeds or 
directions 

 

The children will be taught skills and coached by 
two specialist PE teachers in the first half of the 
autumn term doing invasion games and gymnastics. 
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Computing – National Curriculum Skills Overview 

 understand computer networks 
including the internet; how they 
can provide multiple services, 
such as the world-wide web 

 use search technologies 
effectively 

 collecting, analysing, evaluating 
and presenting data and 
information 

I can use a search engine to find out 
information. 
I can select pictures from a website 
and paste them into a presentation. 
I can evaluate my presentation and 
improve it. 
 
 

The children will search for information about King 
Tut and Pharaohs, mummification, pyramids and 
artefacts. They will find images and text then adapt 
this to include in a presentation.  
 

 

British Values Debate & Discussion 
Opportunities 

Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 

Democracy 
The rule of law 
Individual liberty 
Mutual respect for and 
tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs and 
for those without faith 
 

A Police Investigation debating 
the cause of death of 
Tutakhamun using eye-witness 
accounts, X Rays and Scans 
showing the ‘real’ image of the 
King. 
Understanding the ancient 
Egyptians belief in Gods and 
the afterlife. 

Role play Howard Carter and 
discovering treasure in tombs 
Crime Scene Investigation 
Outdoor Education  
Horrible Histories Theatre Trip 
Museum visit 

Pie Corbett’s Time Slip Scarab 
Adventure Story 
Music Express – Ancient 
Egyptians Song 
 

 


