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A Christmas Carol (Victorian Christmas) 
 

Key Vocabulary 
Monarch; period; era; workhouse; bleak; solitary; destitute; spectre; melancholy; phantom; tight-fisted; miserly; class system; Queen 
Victoria; inventions; poverty; orphan; steam engine; factories; Prince Albert; child labour; mangle; ragged school; reign; school board; 
scullery; slum; gruel; sinning top; suffrage; British Empire; Charles Dickens; century; mortality. 

English – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Whilst reading A Christmas Carol, Children write: 
- Narratives  
- Instructions 
 
Noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary. 

In writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what children have read, listened to or seen performed. 

Selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning. 

In narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 

dialogue to convey character and advance the action. 

Using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs. 

Whilst reading A Christmas Carol children write a 
descriptive scene setter describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating 
dialogue to convey character and advance the 
action. 
 
They write a set of instructions about how to be a 
miser. 
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Using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to 

guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining]. 

Use speech marks accurately and use complex sentences with speech. 

Use fronted adverbials. 

Varying sentence starters. 

Use a wide range of cohesive devices. 

Use headings, bullet points and underlining to structure text. 

Separate main clauses within compound sentence (; / : / - ) to mark boundaries 

between independent clauses. 

Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely. 

Using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or 

with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun. 

Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing. 

Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 

Using semi-colons, colons or dashes. 

Using a colon to introduce a list. 

Punctuating bullet points consistently. 

 

Science– National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide 
information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago 

Children will begin by studying a timeline from the 
formation of the earth to the present day. In this 
way, they will gain an appreciation of the vastness 
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Recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally 
offspring vary and are not identical to their parents 

Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in 
different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution. 

Work scientifically by: 

 observing and raising questions about local animals and how they are 

adapted to their environment 

 comparing how some living things are adapted to survive in extreme 

conditions, for example, cactuses, penguins and camels. 

 analysing the advantages and disadvantages of specific adaptations. 

 Interpreting classification keys 

 Identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute 

ideas or arguments 

Scientific Vocabulary – Evolution, natural variation, adaptation, habitat, 
environment, survival, fittest, reproduction, fossil, evidence, offspring. 

 

of time and how this helps us to accept the idea of 
evolution. They will study how the features of an 
animal make them well adapted to the 
environment they live in and how this is necessary 
for survival and reproduction. They will use 
practical activity to model the work of Darwin in a 
very ‘hands on’ and visual way and show how 
evolution has happened and is still happening. 
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History – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 
British, world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study. 
Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information. 
The changing power of monarchs- Victoria. 

A significant turning point in British history: Prince Albert introducing Christmas 

customs to Great Britain. 

Summarise the main events from a period of history, explaining the events and 
what happened. 
Describe a key event from Britain’s past using a range of evidence from 
different sources. 
Describe the features of historical events and way of life from periods I have 
studied; presenting to an audience. 
Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 

consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 

connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions 

and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses. 

 

 

 

 

Using the book ‘A Christmas Carol’ as a stimulus, 
children study how Christmas has changed through 
time and the impact of Prince Albert’s marriage to 
Queen Victoria had on the Christmas customs we 
know today and how Charles Dickens’ story helped 
the working classes to follow the same trends as 
the upper classes. 
 
Children study the impact and influence of the 
Industrial Revolution. 
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RE – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Advent 
-Researching how different Christian countries observe Advent. 
 

Children look at how Advent has changed since 
Victorian times and how it is different around the 
Christian world. 

 
 

Music – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Children should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence 
and control.   
To sing with control of pitch and tone  

Christmas performance and the Carol concert in 
Church 

 

Physical Ed – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 
Use a range of techniques when passing and play with speed & flow. 
Use a range of tactics to keep possession of the ball and to attack goal. 
Strike a ball with intent and throw it accurately when bowling/fielding. 
Explain the importance of exercise on the body and the impact it can have on 
their lifestyle. 
Combine and perform skills with control, adapting them to meet the needs of 
the situation. 
Perform skills with greater speed, choosing when to pass or dribble. 
Use attacking and defending skills appropriately in games. 
Choose and use different formations to suit the needs of the game. 
Use different ways of bowling. 
Bat effectively, using different types of shot and field with increased accuracy. 
Can throw over arm with accuracy and for a good distance. 

Children will be taught skills and coached by three 
specialist PE teachers in the autumn term 
competing in invasion games and striking & fielding 
games. They will make best use of the autumn 
weather, playing games on the field whenever 
possible. 
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Direct the ball away from fielders, using different angles and speeds. 

 

PSCHE – National Curriculum/ Skills Overview 

Discrimination 
What is discrimination? 
What are the key British Values of tolerance and respect and how do they 
relate to you? 

The children will learn about different forms of 
discrimination and how to tackle prejudice views. 

 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 

Mutual Respect: 
discussions and circle time 
about discrimination and 
forms of prejudice. 

How is Christmas celebrated 
differently around the world? 

Christmas Carol concert in 
church 

The Best Christmas Present in 
the World; 
A Christmas Carol. 

 

 


