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A Victorian Summer  
 

Key Vocabulary 
Victorian, steam engine, punch and Judy, train, abacus, whip and top, cup and ball, stuffed bear, slate and chalk, iron, cane, chimney sweep, dolly pegs, 
wash board, butler, blackboard, Queen Victoria, maid, mangle, wash board, wireless, factory, spinning top, invention, mining, royal, past, ancient, 
chronology, sources, reliable, seaside, monarch, United Kingdom, throne, reign, mourning, era, noble, soot, chimney sweep, timeline.  

 

English – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Composition  
Write sentences by: 

 Saying out loud what they are going to write about.  

 Compose a sentence orally before writing it. 

 Re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense.  

 Discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils.  

 Read their writing aloud clearly. 
Handwriting and Presentation 

 Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 

 Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction 

 Form capital letters correctly 
Vocabulary, grammar & punctuation 

 Use a conjunction in writing 

 Use and understand adverbs and adjectives 

 Use capital letters at the start of a sentence and for proper nouns and I. 

 Use full stops.  

 Use a conjunction in writing 

 Use finger spaces.  

Children will use the topic of Victorians to explore non-fiction 
texts. What information can we find? How is it organised? Do we 
think it is a fact or opinion? After researching the Victorians using 
different texts, images, videos we will then create a class non-
fiction text.  
 
During this term the children will also plan and perform a class 
assembly. The assembly will be performed to all the school and 
class parents and will be a journey through year one. Every child 
will have a speaking part as well as acting. 
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 Use appropriate adjectives.  

 Can name all letters of the alphabet.  

 Can start to spell words containing the 40+ sounds.  

 Use imperative verbs. 

 

Science – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Plants 
 identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants 
 identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering 

plants, including trees.  
 ask simple questions and recognize that they can be answered in different ways 
 observe closely, using simple equipment 
 perform simple tests 
 identify and classify  
 observe, predict and record the growth of flowers and vegetables that they 

have planted. 
 use their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
 gather and recording data to help to answer questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
Seasonal Changes 

 Observe changes across the 4 seasons 

 Observe and describe the weather and how day length varies. 

Children will use the outdoor area to plant and grow their own 
seeds, hanging baskets and plant pots. 
Children will be able to use the outdoor garden center (role play 
area) to plant their own seeds, grow different plants as well as 
buy and sell plants.  
Groups will plan and carry out their own experiment to determine 
what plants need to grow. As a group the children will plan their 
questions, decide what they will keep the same and what they 
will change as well as monitor the results. 
As a class we will make 2 plant walks around the school grounds – 
one at the beginning of the topic and one at the end to find 
similarities and differences. 
Children will have the opportunity to handle and taste food that 
comes from plants. Discussing which part of the plant it is and 
then tasting. 
Children will label and draw different parts of a plant. 
 
What does our tree look like? Why? We will sketch the tree. 
Discuss what time of year it is, when does it get dark and why. 
Keep a weather diary as a class, what clothes would be good to 
wear in this weather? Why are we planting now? 
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Art – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Taking inspiration from greats 

 Look at and describe the work of artists. 

 Create own work using some of the ideas as inspiration 

 Describe work. 

 Discuss what we like and what we don’t and why. 

 Begin to ask questions about a piece of work. 

Children will look at work by a particular artist or a piece of art 
using a particular technique or using a particular medium. There 
will be lots of discussion around the art – what can we see? What 
do we like/not like, and why? How do we think it was created? 
Children will then use the art work to take inspiration and create 
their own art work to be displayed. 

 

History – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Events beyond living memory – Victorians 
Lives of significant individuals – Queen Victoria 

 Use common words and phrases from the past 

 Begin to understand chronology 

 Identify similarities and differences. 

 Ask questions about the past. 

 Identify what we can use to find out about the past. 

Children will use videos, pictures and physical sources to learn 
about life in Victorian times. We will place it on a timeline and look 
at what has happened between then and now. Children will ask 
questions about what they would like to know about the Victorian 
times and discuss how they think we could find the answers. 
Children will look and sort at toys from now and then discussing 
why we think they are modern or from the past. What do they tell 
us about the past? We will look at homes then and now looking 
for similarities and differences – what do we think it was like to 
live in the Victorian home? Children will hot seat Queen Victoria 
and find out why she was such an important person. We will then 
compare a Victorian beach holiday and a modern beach holiday – 
what is the same? What is different? How do we know?  
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Music – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 
 
Reading music and playing an instrument 
 

 join in with class singing.  
 explore vocal sounds.  
 make different sounds with instruments.  
 make a sequence of sounds.  
 read simple music notes. 
 plan my own music and draw it. 
 plan my own bar on the keyboard. 
 perform my own music. 

 

Children will learn some different rhymes and chants. 
Children will use different instruments when retelling and 
singing different rhymes.  
 
Children will use the keyboard to learn to read different 
musical notes, play music and create their own bars of 
music. 
 
Children will begin to use musical vocabulary to describe 
music. 

 

 

Physical Ed – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Athletics 

 aim and hit into a space 

 change direction and speed 

 jump, roll, run, walk to travel 

 take part in competitive events 

 balance objects whilst travelling 

Children will be practising lots of skills to eventually take 
part in sports day events – the children will be practising 
throwing at a target, jumping in different ways, running 
individually and as part of a team, balancing objects whilst 
moving, kicking and controlling a ball and skipping. 
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PSCHE – National Curriculum and skills Overview 

Changes 

 

 

Through circle time children will discuss what are we looking 
forward to in year 2? What is good about changes? What are 
we worried about? How can we help with the worry? What 
should we do if something worries us?  

 

Computing – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Algorithms and Programming 

 Give and follow verbal instructions 
 Describe what happens when different buttons are pressed 
 Create a series of instructions 
 Plan a journey for a programmable toy 
 Press Buttons in the correct order to make the bee bot do what I want it to. 
 Begin to use the word algorithm 
 Use the word debug when I correct mistakes. 

 

Children, using a floor mat, will create a route for the bee 
bot to follow. They will then program the bee bot to follow 
their instructions. We will evaluate how well our instructions 
worked, whether the bee bot did as we predicted or if we 
needed to improve them. Children will then create their 
own floor map for the bee bot to move around on. 
 
The children will be given a bee bot that has been 
programmed wrong – How could we fix it? What was 
wrong? Introduce the term debug. Children will plan a 
programme with a mistake – can your partner find your 
mistake and debug it? 

 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
 Mutual respect and 

tolerance  

 Celebrating differences 

 What is the same about me, you and 
everyone else we know? 

Visit to Preston Park for Victorians Jack and the Beanstalk. 
Non-fiction texts for Victorians 
 

 

 


