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George Stephenson     
 

 

Key Vocabulary 
Inventor, invention, engineer, engineering, famous, locomotive, railway, coalmine, construction, projects, discover, Darlington, Stockton, local, self-taught, 
steam train, The Rocket, weight, speed, power, reliability, reliable, passenger, travel, connect, transport, modern, electric, diesel, high-speed, commute. 

 

English – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Narrative 

 Write narrative diaries. 
Non-fiction 

 Write labels 

 Write lists 

 Write captions 

 Write instructions 

 Write recounts 

 Write glossaries 

 Present information 

 Write non-chronological reports. 
Poetry 
Write poems that use pattern, rhyme and description. 

 Use Noun Phrases 

 Use nouns and adjectives 

 Use conjunctions 

Children will enjoy researching and learning about the 
history of the railway and George Stephenson. They will find 
out why he is famous and how his father, Robert 
Stephenson, had such a huge impact on his life. Children will 
discuss what kind of what kind of person George 
Stephenson was because they will learn about his childhood 
and his several entrepreneurial skills.  
 
Children to write a non-chronological text about him and his 
life.  
 
Children will learn about the Rocket and will enjoy labelling 
a diagram. 
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 Write in the right tense 

 Edit writing 

 Use new words to excite the reader 

 Use powerful verbs and adjectives 

 Use punctuation correctly 

 Spell contractions correctly 
 

 

Science – National Curriculum Overview 
•explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that 
have never been alive 
•identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how 
different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and 
how they depend on each other 
•identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats 
•describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a 
simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food 
 
Work scientifically by: 

 asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways 

 observing closely, using simple equipment 

 performing simple tests 

 identifying and classifying 

 using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 

 gathering and recording data to help in answering questions 
 

Children will explore our wild area habitat, collect animals 
and plants and identify them.  
They will also distinguish between vertebrates and 
invertebrates and classify vertebrates according to 5 main 
classes.  
We will learn about what an animal or plant needs from its 
habitat and relate this to life processes. 
We will investigate which food is most suitable for a 
particular chosen animal and collect data to establish if our 
predictions were correct. 
We will construct a simple food chain. 

 



MEDIUM TERM PLANNING | UNIT OBJECTIVES Year Group: 2 
Nunthorpe Primary Academy 

 

History – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
 I can use words and phrases like: before, after, present, then and now. 

 I can recount the life of someone famous from Britain who lived in the past. 
 

Children will enjoy researching and learning about the 
history of the railway and George Stephenson. They will find 
out why he is famous and how his father, Robert 
Stephenson, had such a huge impact on his life.  
Children will create a timeline of events. They will be able to 
compare similarities and differences in the railway from 
then to now.  
 

 

Geography–  Additional National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Localities 
Map reading and identifying local areas and railway lines 
Identify famous bridges and structures around the world. 

Identify where the Railway began. Look at the locality. 
Discuss the length of the first railway track and make a 
current comparison for children to comprehend. 
Identify how railways evolved and where cities became 
connected.  
Identify and locate famous bridges and structures around 
the world.  

 

Art – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Painting and printing bridges and structures.  
Look at a range of artists and creating artwork in a similar style.  

 Create tone (light and dark) using pencil or coloured pencils. 

 Mimic print from the environment.  

 Use different kinds of materials on collage to create texture.  

Children can create texture and tone by drawing and using 
different grades of pencil.  
Children will enjoy creating artwork using printing or collage to 
develop an effect of structure.  
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Design and Technology – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
 Design purposeful , functional and appealing products for themselves and others based 

on design criteria  

 Generate and develop ideas through talking and drawing 

 Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks. Select 
from a range of materials 

 Evaluate ideas and products against design criteria 

Children to design and make a bridge following certain 
criteria.   
Discuss why have chosen such products and select 
appropriate tools and equipment.  
Use a range of construction tools, textiles and materials to 
offer functional qualities (such as waterproof, strength) as 
well thinking about aesthetics.  
Evaluate the product based on functionality.  

 

Physical Ed – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Athletics and Games 

 I can perform a range of throwing, rolling, striking kicking and gathering skills. 

 I can use tactics to suit different situations.  

 I can understand and describe the changes in my heart rate. 

Children will enjoy experiencing and developing different 
skills through athletics, such as, throwing, jumping and 
running. 
Children will enjoy participating in different games where 
they can choose tactics to adapt to different situations.   
 

 

Computing – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Research George Stephenson using a closed search engine. 

 I can organise digital content. 

 I can retrieve and manipulate digital content. 

 I can navigate the web to complete simple searches.  
 

Children to use a search engine and find out facts about 
George Stephenson and the history of the railway.   
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Music – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
 Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control.   

 To sing with control of pitch and tone  

 Using musical instruments to make a tune 

Opportunities to sing are weekly. Children to perform during 
assembly. 
Discuss how we feel when we sing.   

 

PSCHE – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Role Models  

 Listening and communicating with others. 

 How our actions can impact on others. 
 

Children to discuss who they admire and why.  
What makes a good role model? 
Who can we be a good role model too?  

 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
Tolerance  
Appreciate individual qualities. 
Kindness 
Treat others equally 

Discuss Roald Dahl’s quote about 
kindness. Do we agree or disagree? What 
other attributes does Roald Dahl refer 
too?  

School trip to Shildon Railway 
Museum to learn about the history 
of the railways. 

 

 

 


