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Great Fire of London 
 

Key Vocabulary 
Great Fire, London, burning, escaping, spreading, River Thames, diary, Samuel Pepys, Pudding Lane, materials, King Charles II, smoke, baker, bakery, ashes, 
Christopher Wren, city, destroyed, disaster, dry, emergency, exploded, fire hook, fire brigade, leather bucket, John Evelyn, memorial, narrow, wood, stone, 
brick, design, rebuild, plaster, weather, impact, buildings. 
  

 

English – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Narrative 

 Write stories set in places pupils have been. 

 Write stories with imaginary settings. 

 Write stories and plays that use the language of Fairy tales and traditional tales. 

 Write stories that mimic significant authors. 

 Write narrative diaries. 
Non-fiction 

 Write labels 

 Write lists 

 Write captions 

 Write instructions 

 Write recounts 

 Write glossaries 

 Present information 

 Write non-chronological reports. 
 

To read ‘Fire Cat’ by Pippa Goodhart. 
Children will learn about the Great Fire from the perspective 
of a child. Through this story children will learn about 
Samuel Pepys and why he is famous.  
Children will write their own diary entries using strong 
verbs, adverbs and adjectives to enhance their writing. 
Children will enjoy writing poems about the Great Fire and 
performing them to their peers.  
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Poetry 
Write poems that use pattern, rhyme and description. 

 Can use Noun Phrases 

 Can use nouns and adjectives 

 Can use conjunctions 

 Can write in the right tense 

 Can edit writing 

 Can use new words to excite the reader 

 Can use powerful verbs and adjectives 

 Can use punctuation correctly 

 Can spell contractions correctly 
 

 

Science – National Curriculum Knowledge and Skills Overview 
 identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including 

wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses 
 find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed 

by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching  
 describe what happens to a solid when heated 

Work scientifically by: 

 using a simple timer. 

 working in a team, following instructions to carry out an investigation. 

 beginning to know how to make an investigation fair (to the chocolate button!) 
 

We will conduct a survey and analyse results, sort objects 
according to the material they are made from and assess the 
suitability. We will go beyond the National curriculum by 
studying solids and liquids and how heat causes melting. 
Children will carry out an investigation to find out where 
chocolate buttons melt fastest! 
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History – National Curriculum and skills Overview 

 Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.  
 I can use words and phrases like: before, after, present, then and now. 

 I can research the life of a famous person from the past using different sources of evidence. 

 I can answer questions using books and the internet. 

Children to research Samuel Pepys and find out about his 
life. 
Children to read different sources of evidence about The 
Great Fire of London, and discuss/identify similarities and 
differences. Children to sequence the events of the Great 
Fire and discuss the factors, which had an impact on the 
disaster. 
 

 

Geography – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
 Weather 

 Location of London  

 I can describe the key features of a place from a picture using words like beach, 
coast, forest, hill, mountain, ocean and valley.  

 I can explain how areas have been spoilt or improved. 

Identify where London is. Look at the key features of the 
city. How has it changed since 1666?  
Discuss the impact the weather had before the Great Fire 
and during.   
 

 

Design and Technology – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
 Design purposeful , functional and appealing products for themselves and others based 

on design criteria  

 Generate and develop ideas through talking and drawing 

 Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks. Select 
from a range of materials 

 Evaluate ideas and products against design criteria 

Children to design and make houses with moving parts.  
Discuss why have chosen such products and select 
appropriate tools and equipment.  
Use a range of construction tools, textiles and materials to 
offer functional qualities (such as waterproof) as well 
thinking about aesthetics.  
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Art – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Texture and Tone 

 Create tones using light and dark. 

Using charcoal, children to create a portrait of Samuel Pepys. 
Children will create texture and tone by smudging the charcoal or 
using an eraser to create light.  

 

Music – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
 Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control.   

 To sing with control of pitch and tone  

 Using musical instruments to make a tune 

Opportunities to sing are weekly. Children to perform during 
assembly. 
Children to sing, ‘London’s Burning’ and use instruments to 
make a tune. 

 

Physical Ed – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Dance 

 Perform dances using simple movement patterns 

 Develop short dance phrases that express moods and feelings. 

 Perform short dance phrases using rhythm and movement. 

 Children will know how my body feels after dance activities. 

Perform dance movements to a range of songs. 
Children will be active and perform short dance phrases.  

 

PSCHE – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Getting on and Falling Out 

 Listening and communicating with others. 

 How to be a good friend. 

 How our actions can make other people feel. 
 

Children will discuss friendship. What makes a good friend 
and how we can help others.  
Children will discuss the quote from Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
famous poet from the 19th Century, ‘The only way to have a 
friend is to be one.’ 
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Computing – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Algorithms 

 Understand what simple algorithms are, how they are implemented  as programs on 
digital devices, and that programs execute by following a sequence of instructions.  

 Write and test simple programs. 
 Use a range of instructions and test and amend them. 

 Write a simple program and test it. 

 

Children will become familiar with the program Scratch. 
They will learn how to change features, such as the sprite 
and the background as well as devise a sequence of 
instructions.   

 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
The Rule of Law Discuss how we know what is right and 

wrong. Discuss the meaning of 
consequences. Should our actions have 
consequences? 

  

 

 


