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Exploring with Barnaby Bear 
Key Vocabulary 
Airport, area, atlas, attractive, Britain, canal, centre, city, community, compare, continent, county, desert, different, distance, east, edge, England, capital, 
environment, Ireland, Republic of Ireland, island, journey, harbour, globe, faraway, Europe, next to, north, ocean, outskirts, places, port, route, Scotland, 
border, world, Wales, village, town, station, south, similar, float, gravity, surface, force, sink, postcard, diary, setting 

 

English – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Composition  
write sentences by: 

 Saying out loud what they are going to write about.  

 Compose a sentence orally before writing it. 

 Re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense.  

 Discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils.  
 
Handwriting and Presentation 

 Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 

 Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction 

 Form capital letters correctly 
 

Vocabulary, grammar & punctuation 

 Use a conjunction in writing 

 Use and understand adverbs and adjectives 

 Use capital letters for names of people, places, days of the week and the 
pronoun I 

 Use adjectives.  

 start to spell words containing the 40+ sounds. 

Through our exploring topic children will receive a letter from 
Barnaby Bear asking for their help with writing his diary as he 
travels around the United Kingdom. 
Barnaby sends a postcard from each place he visits. The children 
then use the postcards and turn them into diary entries. 
We will then use talk for writing techniques to write the diary 
entries and will be focusing on adjectives and proper nouns. 
 
The children will also plan and write their own story that includes 
Barnaby bear finding a magic key. As a class we will read and 
learn the format of the story but plan our own setting and 
problem. 
 
Through Talk for Writing, children will plan and learn their own 
version of the story then write it focusing on adjectives, adverbs 
and sentence construction.  
 
They will use different Talk for Writing techniques including hot 
seating where they will have the opportunity to meet and 
question Barnaby bear.  
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 The children write descriptive sentences about different settings 
from the story using two adjectives and a comma. 
 
Handwriting and the use of phonics when spelling will be a focus 
across the whole term.  

 

Science – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Forces 
Recognizing the forces of push, pull and twist. Be able to discuss ‘What happens if…?’ 
 Ask simple questions and recognize that they can be answered in different ways 

 Observe closely 

 perform simple tests 

 use their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 

Seasonal Changes 

 Observe changes across the 4 seasons 

 Observe and describe the weather and how day length varies. 

How did Barnaby bear get to _____? 
How could we make the boat move? Could we make it move 
differently? What happens when we put it on the water? We will 
use different objects to push, pull and twist, noting how they 
move. What everyday objects can we move? How do we move 
them? 
Boat race – linked to DT. 
 
What does our tree look like? Why? We will sketch the tree. 
Discuss what time of year it is, when does it get dark and why. 
Keep a weather diary as a class, what clothes would be good to 
wear in this weather? 

 

Art – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Different mediums 

 use a pencil and crayons to draw. I can use 2 different grades of pencil.  

 paint a picture of something seen. 

 use a sketch book to record simple ideas and drawings.  

 cut and tear paper and card for their collages 
 
 

Children will sketch landmarks that Barnaby visits during his 
holiday, we will discuss different shapes, shading and perspective 
of each picture. 
We will also use torn paper to create silhouettes as well as 
backgrounds.  
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Sketching 

 Use a sketch book to record simple ideas and drawings. 
 

Design Tech – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Design 
Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users based 
on design criteria. Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through 
talking, drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and 
communication technology 
 
Make 

 Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
 describe how different textiles feel. 
 make a product from textiles by gluing. 
 describe the materials using different words. 
 make a structure/model using different materials. 
 talk about how I want to construct my product 
 explain what I am making.   
 say which tools I am using.  
 cut materials using scissors. 
 think of some ideas of my own. 
 explain what I want to do.   
 use pictures and words to plan. 

Can we create our own boat? What materials would be good to 
use? Test materials and make a decision. Design and build own 
boats – we will then try a boat race. 

 

RE – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Easter 

 explore a range of religious stories and sacred writings. 

 name and explore a range of celebrations, worship and rituals in religion. 

Children will become familiar with the story of Easter.  
We will be using talk for wiring to learn the Easter story, we will 
order, act out and rewrite the story. 
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 identify meanings for religious symbols and begin to use a range of religious 
words. 

 use words and phrases, such as: worship, wonder, praise, thanks, concern, joy 
and sadness. 

 explore a range of religious stories and sacred writings talk about their 
meanings. 

Children will look at each part of the Easter story looking for 
different symbols (for example, why do we have Easter eggs?). 

 

 
Music – National Curriculum and skills Overview 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 

recorded music 
 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated 

dimensions of music 

 

Children will be using different instruments to experiment with 
sounds. We will listen to different music discussing what we can 
hear, what we like and what we don’t. Children will learn basic 
musical notes and begin to read these to create music on a 
keyboard. They will then plan their own bars of music and 
perform these on the keyboards. 

 

Physical Ed – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Gymnastics  

 Perform simple gymnastics movements 
 Use space safely, being aware of others and apparatus. 
 Make up and perform simple gymnastic movement 
 Perform and link basic gymnastic actions 
 make my body tense, relaxed, curled and stretched.  
 control my body when travelling.  
 control my body when balancing. 
 copy sequences and repeat them.  
 roll in different ways.  

Children will look at different ways of moving around the room on 
different apparatus and the basic steps/skills involved in 
gymnastics. 
They will also be taught how to use the apparatus safely.  
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 travel in different ways.  
 balance in different ways.  

 

 

PSCHE – National Curriculum and skills Overview 

Confidence and role models 

 Identify what am I good at? 
 Why am I unique? 
 Identify their own good qualities and that of others 

Through circle time children will discuss what makes 
someone unique, what might they do, what might they say, 
why are they different from others? What good qualities do 
we have? What good qualities do our friends have? Why 
should we celebrate difference? 
 

 

Computing – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Algorithms and Programming 

 Give and follow verbal instructions 
 Describe what happens when different buttons are pressed 
 Create a series of instructions 
 Plan a journey for a programmable toy 
 Press Buttons in the correct order to make the bee bot do what I want it to. 
 Begin to use the word algorithm 

Children, using a floor mat, will create a route for the bee 
bot to follow. They will then program the bee bot to follow 
their instructions. We will evaluate how well our instructions 
worked, whether the bee bot did as we predicted or if we 
needed to improve them. Children will then create their 
own floor map for the bee bot to move around on. 
 
 

 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 
 Mutual respect and 

tolerance  

 Celebrating differences 

 What is the same about me, you and 
everyone else we know? 

Make a trip on the bus and train. 
Possible boat trip – like Barnaby. 

Barnaby bear goes to…. 
 

 


