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Julia Donaldson   
 

Key Vocabulary 
Stroll, wood, claws, tusks, claws, treetop, wart, stream, feast, log pile, prickles, scrambled, lake, slid, astounding, underground, jaws, roasted, frightfully, 
poisonous, wonderfully, creature, hoot, fled, ginger, plait, purred, broomstick, wailed, searched, thundering, paws, bounded, politely, eagerly, firmly, keen, 
clambered, wagged, stormy, ear-splitting, shriek, flapped, fluttered, clutched, wand, dripping, croak, cloak, tumbling, bog, roar, drew nearer, ditch, yowl, 
growl, squelched, strode, spluttered, grateful, cauldron, muttered, magnificent, clambered, wiggle, squirm, disaster, toad, major, lasso, mope, drowning, 
panic, wizard, lair, servant, crow, grim, hero, writhe, coil, slink, cork, half, fail, treasure, fright, perch, oak, treat, juicy, action, double, cunning, honeycomb, 
creep, petals, fetch, weaves, dump, distant, heave, acrobat, senses. 

 

English – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Composition  
write sentences by: 

 Saying out loud what they are going to write about.  

 Compose a sentence orally before writing it. 

 Re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense.  

 Discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils.  

 Read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and 
the teacher.  

 
Handwriting and Presentation 

 Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 

 Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction 
 

Vocabulary, grammar & punctuation 

 Leave finger spaces between words. 

Through Talk for Writing, children will learn different Julia Donaldson 
stories including The Gruffalo, Room on the Broom and the Highway 
Rat.  
 
They will use different Talk for Writing techniques including hot 
seating where they will have the opportunity to meet and question 
different Julia Donaldson characters.  
 
They will begin by using labels and captions to describe the different 
Julia Donaldson characters. Children will practise simple letter 
formation, which will progress into the composition of simple 
sentences using the appropriate punctuation, with a main focus on 
capital letters and full stops.   
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 Begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop. 

 Begin to use simple adjectives.  

 Name all letters of the alphabet.  

 Start to spell words containing the 40+ sounds.  
 
 
 

The children write simple descriptive sentences about different 
characters from Julia Donaldson stories using powerful adjectives.  
 
They will begin to write simple instructions and invitations relating to 
the appropriate Julia Donaldson stories using powerful adjectives and 
continuously focusing on the appropriate punctuation.  
  

 

Science – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Animals including humans 
 

 Identify and name a variety of common animals including, fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals 

 Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores 

 Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say 
which part of the body is associated with each sense. 

 Ask simple questions and recognize that they can be answered in different 
ways 

 Observe closely, using simple equipment 

 Perform simple tests 

 Identify and classify  

 Use their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 

 Gather and record data to help to answer questions. 
 
Seasonal Changes 

 Observe changes across the 4 seasons 

 Observe and describe the weather and how day length varies. 

Children will investigate different animals and look at how they can be 
categorised into different groups. Children look at the different types 
of animals from specific Julia Donaldson stories. Begin to carry out 
simple tests by looking at how different animals can be categorised. 
Can we create our own animal? How would we categorise our animal? 
 
Children will begin to investigate the human body and label the 
different body parts.  They will look at how we have changed and 
what different body parts do.  Senses will be introduced and what we 
use them for. They will go on different sense walks using appropriate 
equipment to see how our senses help us understand the world 
around us.  
 
 
The children will ‘adopt’ a tree in the school grounds – what does the 
tree look like? Will it look like this all year? We will sketch the tree. 
Discuss what time of year it is, when does it get dark and why. Keep a 
weather diary as a class, what clothes would be good to wear in this 
weather? 
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Geography – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Human and Physical Geography 
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of 
hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
Poles – linked to seasons (science). 
 
Location Knowledge 
 

 Keep a weather chart and answer questions about the weather.  

 Explain some of the main things that are in hot and cold places.  

 Explain the clothes that I would wear in hot and cold places.  
  

Children will develop an understanding of the different types of 
weather through science. They will perform mini weather 
forecasts and create their own weather diaries. Children will look 
at and group different items of clothing and design their own 
clothing suitable for different climates.  
 
They will look at the different weather and locations of Julia 
Donaldson stories and this will be a focus of their writing.  
 
Where in the world is it hot? Why? Where in the world is it cold? 
Why? 

 

History – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Changes within living memory.  

 explain how I have changed since I was born. Linked with our bodies in science. 
 

 

Children to learn about their body and how they have changed. 
They will compare their own baby pictures and sort them in 
accordance with the science curriculum. 

 

Design Tech – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Design 
design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users based 
on design criteria 

 Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, 
drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and 
communication technology 
 

Children are to design and make different houses for characters 
from Julia Donaldson stories. They will focus on cutting skills 
which will support their fine motor skills.  
 
Children to plan and produce a Christmas craft that they will plan, 
make and then sell at a Christmas fair. 
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Make 

 Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
 Think of some ideas of my own. 
 Explain what I want to do.  
 Use pictures and words to plan. 
 Explain what I am making.   
 Say which tools I am using.  
 Describe how something works. 
 Cut materials using scissors.  

 

RE – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
To study Christianity 

 Explore a range of religious stories and sacred writings. 

 Name and explore a range of celebrations, worship and rituals in religion. 

 Identify meanings for religious symbols and begin to use a range of religious 
words. 

 

Children will become familiar with the story of Christianity.  
Children will be looking at the key question of ‘What can we learn 
about Christianity from a church?’ 
This will involve introducing features of church and understanding 
what acts of worship can be carried out there (christening, 
marriage etc.) 
Children will also be looking at Harvest festival and what this act 
of worship is about. Children will be learning the Christmas story. 

 

Music – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 

 Join in with class singing.  
 Explore vocal sounds.  
 Make different sounds with instruments.  
 Make a sequence of sounds.  

 

Children will learn some different rhymes and chants associated 
with Julia Donaldson stories. They will be focussing on the 
retelling of Julia Donaldson stories, which incorporates using 
voice effectively.  
Children will use different instruments when retelling and singing 
different rhymes.  
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Physical Ed – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well 
as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply these in a range 
of activities.  

 Make my body tense, relaxed, curled and stretched.  
 Control my body when travelling and balancing. 
 Copy sequences and repeat them.  
 Roll and travel in different ways.  
 Balance in different ways.  
 Throw and roll different sized balls to each other and between groups. 

 

Children will look at different ways of travelling around different 
sized spaces.  
The children will be learning how to use different apparatus and 
the basic steps/skills involved in gymnastics. They will also be 
taught how to use the apparatus safely.  
 
We will roll, throw and catch different sized balls in pairs and 
groups. Children will also throw and catch different objects (e.g. 
bean bags). As well as throwing to hit a target. 
 

 

Art – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Painting and use of ICT 

 Communicate something about myself in painting. 

 Name and mix the primary and secondary colours. 

 Use different sized brushes. 

 Use ICT tools to create colours and pictures. 

Art linked to ICT – children will be creating pictures using 
different tolls and programs on the computer. 

We will explore different colours and what different colours we 
can create through mixing – what colour have you made? How? 
As part of the Science topic we will draw and then paint 
ourselves for display. 

 

PSCHE – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Our bodies and how to look after ourselves properly.  

 Maintain personal hygiene 

 Name the different parts of girls' and boys' bodies.  

 Look after my teeth.  

 Keep myself healthy through exercise, food and sleep.  

 Know the rules of food hygiene.  

Children will carry out personal routines and focus on developing 
skills for maintaining personal hygiene, cleaning teeth, washing 
hands etc. Children will be motivated to be clean and healthy and 
will think about what can be harmful. This will be linked to design 
technology and science. 
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Computing – National Curriculum and skills Overview 
Use technology purposefully to create, organize, store, manipulate and retrieve 
digital content. 

 Use the keyboard or a word bank to enter text. 

 Save information in a special place and retrieve it again. 

 Use technology to create and present my ideas. 

 Be creative with different technology tools. 
 

Children will use different packages to create pictures and 
sentences associated with story books as well as different events 
throughout the topic (bonfire night, Halloween, etc). 
 
Children will focus on learning to log on, open their work, save 
and then log off independently. 
 

 

British Values Debate & Discussion Opportunities Trips and Experiences Possible Linked Texts 

 Mutual respect and 
tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs 

 How have we changed? 

 Why is Christianity important?   

A trip to the theatre to watch a Julia 
Donaldson show.  
An outside agency to come into 
school and perform a Julia 
Donaldson story.  

Julia Donaldson stories including: 
The Gruffalo 
The Highway Rat 
Room on the Broom 
The Scarecrows Wedding  
A  Squash and  a Squeeze 
Superworm 
 

 

 

 


